Shifting the focus from school to education and shifting the responsibility from school to community

Community Connectors Consortium

Mentoring was identified at Heartland’s strategic planning session in August 2016 as a
priority for the organization’s support. A mentoring program to increase resiliency, career
readiness, and other aspects that lead to positive youth development was a clear need in the
schools.
Around the same time, Orrville City Schools’ leadership was working with the Orrville
Area Boys & Girls Club and Ohuddle , a nonprofit mentoring organization, to apply for a
Community Connectors grant. The three entities collectively comprise the Orrville Community Connectors Consortium, which received the grant for the 2016-17 school year and
began mentoring students in grades 5 through 8 in September. Brett Lanz, assistant superintendent for Orrville City Schools, recognizes the importance of mentoring.
“We’ve noticed the impact, with measurable results, almost immediately,” said Lanz. “The
students are responding to the program in ways we had
hoped.”
The response has been so positive that administrators
are applying for a second round of funding to continue the program and expand it to students in grades 5
through 12. Currently there are 15 volunteer mentors,
38 students receiving one-onone mentoring,
and 44 students
on the waiting
list.
According
to a March 15
release from the
Jeremy and mentor Justin Haislip
Ohio Department of Education,
Gov. John Kasich created the Community Connectors program to help increase student mentorship. In
the grant’s first round, 6,000 mentors helped guide
more than 22,000 Ohio students. Learn more about
Mentor Peggy McDonald meets with her student,
Lilly
the grant initative at
www.communityconnectors.ohio.gov.
		
Ohuddle is a Wooster-based, nonprofit mentoring program that works to develop
the assets in a child’s life. Erin Downs serves as the coordinator for the Orrville program,
and she is thrilled with the community support and
student response thus far.
“It is wonderful that students want to be part of
the program, so much so that we have a waiting
list,” said Downs. “My focus now is getting more
people trained to be mentors to these young people.
Anyone who may possibly be interested should contact me to learn more about the program.” Downs
can be reached at edowns@ohuddle.org. Visit www.
ohuddle.org to learn more about this community-based mentoring program.
Graphic reflects both the Wooster and Orrville school districts, courtesy
of www.ohuddle.org.

OrrViews Leadership
Change

Carol Ubelhart, OrrViews general manager
since 2007, will be leaving at the end of June
to begin a new business in downtown Orrville.
“We will miss
Carol very much,”
said Maribeth
Burns, chair of the
Heartland Steering
Committee and a
founding OrrViews
board member. “Her
10 years of hard
work and dedication
produced a consistently high quality paper
of which the community can be very proud.
Carol led the paper’s achivements of creating
an online archive, an online donation process,
and an expanded volunteer network.”
“I have loved my time at OrrViews,” said
Ubelhart. “It was an amazing way to learn
about the community and to be a part of preserving its history. Plus, I have made lifelong
friends through my connections here.”
Ubelhart feels confident that the newly
hired general manager, Katelynn Mejia, will
be an excellent successor to the position and
will continue to move the paper in positive
directions.

So Many Choices!
Heartland Point’s class schedule for spring
2017 is the busiest ever.
“It is wonderful
to have so many
talented instructors
with great ideas
wanting to teach
Heartland Point
classes,” said Sarah
Meenan, Heartland
Point’s assistant
manager “We
always encourage
new ideas for classes.”
Anyone interested in teaching a class should contact Meenan at
330-682-0200 or heartlandpoint@gmail.com.
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Good habits, good health, good friends Orrville Walks kicked off
its third year of promoting the healthy habit
of walking around our
town on April 6.
Sponsored by Aultman Orrville’s Growing
Healthy Habits and Heartland Point, the purpose of the walk is to
encourage
healthy
practices.
Orrville
Walks will
continue each
Thursday
through
Sept. 25.
Participation is
easy - just
walk every
Thursday!
Be sure
to stop by
Heartland
Point when you do and sign in. You will be
registered for weekly raffle prizes and the
grand prize at the end of the summer.
Aultman Orrville’s Growing Healthy Habits appreciates the support of area businesses
and their help in motivating residents to
participate each week. Of course, prizes are
just one benefit of the walk. The hope is that
people will enjoy the weekly walks so much
that they will continue a regular exercise
program.

Heartland Receives Grant for Programs
The Heartland Education Community, Inc., received a $1,300 grant from the Maud Congdon
Memorial Fund, a component fund of the Wayne County Community Foundation (WCCF).
The grant will be shared by the English Language Learner committee for a summer reading
program and Heartland Point for a children’s building blocks camp this summer.
Support for English Language Learner students and their families is one of Heartland Steering Committee’s current priorities. Committee Chair Kelly Ryan is thankful for the chance to
help area families.
“The number of families whose first language is not English has grown considerably over
the past several years,” said Ryan, student program coordinator at Orrville Elementary School.
“The funds from the Foundation will be a big help as we plan a program that will help the
students remain fluent in English over the summer. We plan to have something for the adults as
well since the English classes at ABLE are not held during the summer.”
Heartland Point will use its share of the grant funds to offset costs for its summer building
blocks camp and summer adventure series. Details for the camps will be released as soon as
they are finalized.

Heartland Point Gallery

Heartland Point welcomed local photographer Shirley Weyrauch as the featured artist exhibiting through the end of April on the main floor and lower level. Weyrauch started her photography journey in college, when she bought her first SLR camera and took a photography class as a
way to escape the pharmacy and science buildings.
She considers herself a contemplative photographer - looking for
the beauty in everyday things, considering the interplay of light and
shadows, and discovering pictures everywhere she goes. “When I’m
traveling, I’m a travel photographer. When I’m at home, I focus on
the birds, flowers and animals in my yard and neighborhood. I’m
endlessly fascinated by the sky. I love taking candid pictures of my
friends and family, catching the emotion in unguarded moments. I
attend their games and events and take pictures of that. You’ll rarely see me without a camera.”
Heartland Point’s featured artist beginning May 1 is Kristin Lorson, who will exhibit paintings
highlighting her variety of styles and media, including a very large piece
that will be revealed for the first time at Heartland Point.
Patrons are welcome to browse collections at Heartland Point
anytime during regular business hours, MTWF 6:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. and
Thursdays 6:30 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Left: “Seasons,” a 3’ by 2.5’ acrylic by Kristin Lorson. Above: Shirley
Weyrauch’s photo “Red Boat, Back Bay”- Biloxi, Mississippi

Kids ‘Hoppy’ to see Easter Bunny
The Easter Bunny received a warm
welcome when he visited Heartland
Point in April. The annual event
brought more than 130 kids and
parents to the facility for photos,
coloring, and, new this year, a magic show.

Heartland Point will again partner with the
Orrville Public Library to celebrate Star Wars Day.
Children who visit the Library on May 4 will receive a
coupon for a treat at Heartland Point Cafe.
One of the earliest uses of the phrase in popular
culture was May 4, 1979, when Margaret Thatcher was
elected Britain’s first female prime minister and was
congratulated by her party with a half-page ad reading
“May the Fourth Be With You, Maggie. Congratulations.” Years later, the internet connected Star Wars
fans around the world with one another, and May the
4th soon became an annual grassroots tradition, with
fans online and off proclaiming it “Star Wars Day.”

