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Shifting the focus from school to education and shifting the responsibility from school to community

Build a Better World with Good Character
Volunteers greeted fans of both teams at the Oct. 13 home football game with smiles and stickers promoting good character. The game and half-time show kicked off Character Education Week for Orrville
City Schools.
Each year, the Character Education committee of the Heartland Education Community develops a theme
to incorporate the character education words of the month into the curriculum for all grade levels of the
Orrville City Schools. This year’s theme is “Build a Better World with Good Character.”
According to Beverly Waseman, Character Education Committee chairperson and Orrville Elementary
School principal, this year’s theme focuses on how good character is the cornerstone of building strong
communities, whether locally, nationally, or globally.
“We hear positive comments about our students’ behavior from parents and administrators in other
school districts, and I believe much of that comes from our students’ exposure to character education
Amy Emler (right), second grade teacher at
in the schools and throughout the community,” said Waseman. “We have built a better school environment Orrville Elementary stickered students as they
came through the gates.
with good character, and we hope that the kids will use this foundation to build a better world after
they graduate.”
Students carried the character word banners across the ﬁeld during half-time, and the winners of the character poster contest were recognized
during the program.
Character Education Week activities for the students included painting character word rocks and hiding them around Orrville; collecting money
for “How We Hear,” a nonproﬁt organization to educate people about those affected by auditory processing disorder; and performing service
projects at home, the documentation of which will be displayed on Heartland Point’s windows.

Mentoring

How can businesses and community members
be sure that today’s children are prepared to
thrive and lead? Spend time with them. Be a role
model. Be a mentor.
Orrville City Schools has partnered with the
nonproﬁt organization O-Huddle to identify
students who are struggling in ways that may
affect their success. O-Huddle’s primary mission
is one-to-one mentoring, which has led to a 75
percent improvement in daily attendance and an
average academic improvement of 23 percent.
Visit www.ohuddle.org or
contact Orrville Schools’ site
coordinator Erin Downs at
edowns@ohuddle.org to learn how you can
support mentoring with your time and/or your
ﬁnancial contribution.

Heartland Debuts Online Donation Capability
Supporting Heartland Education
Community is now easier than
ever. Donors can use the nonproﬁt
organization’s secure website to donate with a credit card or through
PayPal. Visit www.heartlandorrville.
com/support-heartland-educationcommunity-inc. Heartland operates
under a 501(c)(3) designation and
accepts tax-deductible contributions throughout the year.
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Heartland Preschool Fills Need
“Research demonstrates that high-quality pre-k increases a child’s chances of succeeding in
school and in life. Children who attend high-quality programs are less likely to be held back a
grade, less likely to need special education, and more likely to graduate from high school. They
also have higher earnings as adults and are less likely to become dependent on welfare or involved
with law enforcement.” —Pew Charitable Trust (http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-andanalysis/fact-sheets/2005/06/15/why-all-children-beneﬁt-from-prek)
At the Heartland strategic planning session in August 2016, Orrville School District Superintendent Jon Ritchie discussed the importance of Orrville’s children attending preschool. Without
it, Orrville students were beginning kindergarten behind their peers and staying behind for several
years, as evidenced by the third grade reading test.
One year later, Heartland Preschool accepted its ﬁrst class of students. Twenty-three children
began their ﬁrst day on Sept. 5, 2017.
Heartland Preschool was designed to address the availability and affordability of preschool
for children whose parents’ income is too low to pay for privately run preschools, but too high
to qualify for government-assisted programs. Ritchie and other school district administrators
searched for a solution for Orrville parents who fall into the preschool gap. Heartland Preschool
was awarded a PNC Grow Up Great grant of $2,500 to offset some of the initial costs such as
classroom materials. The preschool
will also charge a sliding-scale,
monthly fee based on household
income.
While currently housed in the
Orrville Elementary School building, Heartland Preschool’s eventual
home will be inside the Orrville
Area Boys & Girls Club, which is
being renovated for this and other
expanded programming.
Left: Children at the new preschool
practice ﬁne motor skills as they put eyes
on their dough faces.
Upper right: Architectural rendering
of the space planned for Heartland
Preschool at OABGC.

Coloring Contest!
Young artists get ready! OrrViews annual
Holiday Coloring Contest begins Nov. 1.
The contest is open to children in grades
pre-K through 4 with winners and prizes for
each grade level.
This year’s page is a holiday present that
allows for plenty of creativity. Coloring
pages will be available at Orrville Elementary
School, Orrville Public Library children’s
department, and Heartland Point. You also
can print the page from our website at www.
heartlandorrville.com.
While creativity is important, please
remember it is a children’s coloring contest
so the work should be the child’s. Entries
may be dropped off at Heartland Point,

Orrville Elementary School and Orrville Public
Library. School and library entries must be
turned in no later than Tuesday, Nov. 21.
Finished pages can also be turned in at
Heartland Point by 7:45 p.m. during Home for
the Holidays. Judging begins at 8 o’clock that
same evening. Winners need not be present.
All entries will be displayed at Heartland Point
through the end of the year for the community
to admire.

What’s Happening
at Heartland Point
Fall Class Schedule

Check out the lifelong learning opportunities in the Heartland Point schedule.
Printed copies are available at the facility,
200 N. Main Street, Orrville. Descriptions
and registration are also available online at
www.heartlandorrville.com.

Scrabble Club

No fee, no registration – just good, oldfashioned Scrabble
fun. Make new
friends and practice
word-building strategies the second
Thursday of each
month, 3-6 p.m.

Trick or Treat at Heartland Point
Friday, Oct. 27 • Heartland Point is part-

nering with Orrville Public Library for Halloween fun. Pick up a coupon at OPL and
bring it to Heartland Point
for a special treat bag. The
Cafe will have Halloween
goodies for sale and anyone
in costume gets candy!

Home for
the Holidays!

Friday, Nov. 24 • 5 to 8 p.m. Heartland
Point will be open for the annual downtown
Orrville event on the day after Thanksgiving.
Music, coloring, and face painting all evening
- no charge!

Pictures with Santa

Thursday, Dec. 7 • 4 to 6 p.m. Santa
will be here to pose for photos (bring your
phone or camera), plus kids can enjoy face
painting, a coloring station, a make-and-take
craft, and balloon characters. Don’t miss this
free, magical event.
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