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Heartland Priorities in Action
The Heartland Education Community has been part of lifelong learning n the Orrville area since September 1991. Heartland Steering Committee volunteers represent a cross section of the Orrville community, including educators, city ofﬁcials, parents, business representatives,
students, and school administrators.
Each year the Heartland Steering Committee reviews its strategic priorities to determine where to focus its resources. Heartland’s current
priorities are mentoring, preschool availability, character education, college and career readiness, English learner support, and OrrViews community paper. Heartland committees and school administrators have worked diligently to advance these priorities in 2017.

Mentoring

The mentoring program at Orrville Middle
School is well into its second year, and the
number of students involved has grown to
65. Erin Downs is the Orrville schools site
coordinator for OHuddle, a nonproﬁt mentoring program based in Wooster. All Orrville
donations and Orrville mentors stay with the
Orrville schools program.
Downs and volunteers organized a holiday
party for the participating students and their
mentors in mid-December.
Student Leaders get involved. Each year,
the Heartland Steering Committee involves
a member of each high school class to serve
on the committee as a representative of the
students’ concerns. Heartland Student Leaders
actively help their community throughout the
school year.

Heartland Preschool

In the middle of the ﬁrst year, 20 students
are currently enrolled in this school initiated
program for students who might otherwise
not be able to attend preschool. The focus for
these late 4- and early 5-year-olds is kindergarten readiness and is led by one teacher and one
aide.

Character Education

Students in the Orrville
School District have
been exposed to Character Education for
their entire enrollment.
It is especially nice to
see the outcome of this
initiative when students
demonstrate good
character in all parts of
their day. When a student gets “caught” exhibiting exceptionally good character, teachers can
present them with a coupon for a “Be Better
with Good Character” T-shirt.

College and Career Readiness

From left: Shadra Hamsher, Nicholas McFarren, Justin
Hare, and Allie Emler display the tools needed for wrapping
65 presents for OHuddle students.

Members of this workgroup help organize two
events for students and one for educators each
year. Manufacturing Day was held in October with a record 534 students from around
Wayne County visiting area manufacturers and
businesses for a hands-on feel of the modern
factory.

Healthcare Day is planned for early March
for students who have expressed interest in
a health-related ﬁeld. Vital Connections is a
program for area educators to learn more about
the types of jobs available with local employers
and the subject areas students will use within
these positions.

English Learners

The schools have begun surveying parents to
learn more about how the schools can support
students whose home language is not English.
For the spring, the committee is planning a
workshop to support students who are ﬁrst
generation graduates in this country. Information will be provided on how to apply to colleges or trade schools and how to navigate the
ﬁnancial aid process.

OrrViews

OrrViews conducted a strategic
planning session in
November and will
focus on growing
the number of donors by using a techologybased campaign geared toward the millennial
generation. Online donations and emailed
invoices along with an OrrViews speciﬁc Facebook page are part of the plan, but changes are
not required. Sponsors can still receive mailed
invoices, and readers will still be able to pick up
the printed paper at their favorite distribution
location.

Home for
the Holidays
sets record

Heartland Point welcomed
1,495 people during Home for
the Holidays, an Orrville Area
Chamber of Commerce event
held each year on the Friday
after Thanksgiving.

Heartland’s Character Education
Committee members painted faces.

The Wayne County Chorale Union led
the crowd in singing traditional carols.

Community members grabbed brushes and
ﬁlled several canvases with Circle Painting.

Shifting the focus from school to education and shifting the responsibility from school to community
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Meet the Artist

More than 60 community members and art lovers attended a “Meet the Artist” reception on Jan. 19 at Heartland Point with Dr. Greg Roadruck.
It may surprise some people that Roadruck, a veterinarian by trade, is a proliﬁc artist with a collection of almost 50 pieces on display at Heartland Point
through the end of February.
Roadruck was born and raised in Coshocton, Ohio. He graduated from The
Ohio State University College of Veterinary Medicine in 1980 and accepted his
ﬁrst job at Orrville Veterinary Clinic in 1981. He has lived in Orrville with wife
Carolyn and their two daughters, now grown, since joining the clinic.
In his early career, Roadruck practiced large animal medicine, making farm
calls in Wayne and Holmes counties where he was inspired by nature’s beauty to
create his drawings.
Roadruck started drawing in 2010 and describes his style as impressionism.
He said that he loves drawing the sky and nature because they are so colorful,
never exactly perfect, and everyone has their own impression of a scene. Many
of his drawings are created with dots to give a fuzzy, mystical impression. His
intention is to evoke the emotion of the scene versus the exact picture.
In addition to his full-time veterinary job and his artistic hobby, Roadruck
has been actively involved in the Orrville community. He is president of the
Artist Greg Roadruck poses during the January “Meet the Artist”
Orrville School District Board of Education, a position he has held since 1994,
reception. His colorful tie is a reproduction of one of the prints in
and is a founding member of the Heartland Education Community, Inc., Steering
his collection.
Committee.
Dr. Roadruck hopes after retirement that he will have time to branch out into watercolors or acrylics. He is honored to share his
art,and thankful to everyone who attended the reception and who stops by Heartland Point to view his work. All pieces in the collection are for sale, with ten percent of the proceeds beneﬁting Heartland Point, a nonproﬁt organization.
Roadruck’s exhibition is available for public viewing during Heartland Point’s regular business hours, Monday - Friday,
6:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Heartland Point Classes
Help Stretch Bodies &
Minds
Heartland Point’s winter schedule of lifelong learning opportunities is underway. Popular favorites like Kristin Lorson’s Seasonal Painting classes return while other new topics
will be presented such as the Beginners Yoga Series starting
Feb. 6 with certiﬁed yoga instructor Kristen Nussbaum.
Registration for this class ﬁlled so quickly that Kristen has
already committed to teaching more classes this spring.
Fidget Spinner Creation applies technology from UA
Wayne College’s 3-D lab
for another fun new class
this session that teaches
kids engineering and science skills. If you have
an idea for a new class,
contact Sarah Meenan at
330-682-0200 or email
heartlandpoint@gmail.
com.

Career Program for Art
Students held at OHS

Justin Winget, a graduate of OHS, knew in high
school that he wanted to be an artist. What he didn’t
know was how to turn his artistic ability into a job
that would actually pay the bills. Winget eventually
discovered his niche as a graphic artist, working in at
an agency in Chicago and now for The Ohio State
University designing pieces for the sports department.
Knowing how he could have beneﬁtted from an
arts career program as a high school student, Winget
and his father, the late Morgan Winget, created the chARTer program as a way to help
students explore the possibilities of visual arts careers. The ﬁrst chARTer event was
held in April 2014, the second in October 2015, and the most recent in October 2017.
Because of monies raised by the Winget family, the programs are free to students and
teachers with no cost to the schools beyond bussing students to the event.
More than 100 students and their art teachers visited Orrville High School for this
third full-day event, which featured a panel of speakers working in a visual arts ﬁeld,
including OHS graduates Grant Smucker and Kyle Zook. The day also included student portfolio reviews and visits with representatives from colleges and art schools to
discuss the educational steps for future artists.
Staff members from Heartland and Tri-County Educational Services helped the
Winget family organize the program that will now be held every other year. Heartland
also serves as the nonproﬁt ﬁscal agent for the program.
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